
Calver Parish Council 
Annual Parish Meeting

Annual Report Of The Chairman 

I am pleased to present my annual report on the activities of Calver Parish Council for the 
year 2015/16.

Parish Council Elections

Local Authority elections were held in May 2015. For the first time in recent years, the 
number of candidates who put their names forward for election was greater than the 
number of places to be filled, and this required an election to be held. 
Councillor Marlene Denton topped the poll with 282 votes, and a further seven candidates 
(Judith Canty, Beatrice Carman, Jonathan Harris, John Hearnshaw, Pat Howard, Ron 
Marshall and Pattie Wootton) were also elected. Those eight councillors together form the 
Parish Council for 2015-19.

Finance

The Council has set the precept for the new year 2016/17 at £7575. Derbyshire Dales 
District Council have also passed on a small additional grant of £135 in respect of the local
Council Tax Support Scheme in addition to this precept sum bringing total funding to 
£7710. The Council will endeavour to use these funds wisely and on local initiatives or for 
grant funding in support of local groups/organisations. The Council spent last year’s 
precept as follows:-

Financial Performance 2015/16
For the year ending 31/3/16, the Council’s total income was £9373.88 (comprising Precept
£7412, Council Tax Support Grant £270, Joint Burial Ground Contribution re-imbursement 
£1080, VAT Refund £99.99, NALC Transparency Fund Grant to purchase Council 
laptop/printer £449.98 and Investment Account Interest £61.91).

Total expenditure for the year was £8258.74 comprising:-

Staff Costs £ 3580.04

S137 Grants £ 800.00

Admin/Training £ 323.80

Audit and Insurance £ 703.36

Burial Ground Maintenance £ 360.00

Footpaths Maintenance £ 187.50

Bus shelter cleaning £ 240.48

Snow clearance £ 0

Subscriptions to Various Bodies £ 246.85

Reimbursements £ 0

Other costs £ 1816.71

TOTAL £ 8258.74



This has resulted in £1115.14 excess in income over expenditure. The Council is therefore 
in a healthy financial position, although it is prudent to keep a reasonable level of reserves.
The Council will shortly be identifying its spending priorities, and would like to spend some 
of its reserves on appropriate local project(s) during 2016/17. In this regard, Parishioners 
proposals for any suggested project which will be of benefit  to the Parish would be most 
welcome.

Parish Council Powers

The Localism Act 2011 allows Parish Councils greater freedom and flexibility to use their 
resources to meet the needs of local people. This freedom is called a 'General Power of 
Competence'. As a small Parish Council with an annual budget of only around £8,000, it is 
relatively unlikely that Calver will need to take advantage of these changes. However, at 
the November meeting, the council passed the required resolution to reserve those powers
to itself, 'just in case'.

Parish Council Representation On Local Bodies

The Parish Council continues to have a representative on the following local groups and 
bodies:

• Joint Burial Ground Committee 
• Village Hall Committee 
• Baslow Charities Committee 
• Calver Weir Restoration Trust
• Police Governance Committee

During the year, we were asked to nominate a councillor to act as a Trustee for the local , 
'Samuel and Elizabeth Wild Almshouse Trust'. Cllr. Beatrice Carman has kindly agreed to 
take on this role.

Planning

The council continued to discharge its duties as a 'statutory consultee' on all planning 
applications within the Parish boundaries. Comments made by the council are available to 
view on the Peak District National Park web-site

Superfast Broadband

The Council noted with a mixture of pleasure and concern that, since it became available 
to the village a little over a year ago, take-up of superfast broadband in the village has 
been excellent. However, this has resulted in the capacity of the new cabinet being entirely
used up. This has meant that no new superfast connections have been available for much 
of the last 12 months. We maintain a close interest in the matter, and would like to hear 
from anyone who has been unable to obtain a superfast connection.

Snow Clearance

Unlike last year, this winter saw little in the way of snow, and this is reflected in the lack of 
expenditure on snow clearance in this years accounts. We do, however, continue to 
support the Derbyshire Snow Warden scheme, and our contingency plans remain in place 
if the coming winter should turn out to be more severe.



Christmas Tree

The Council was pleased that, after an hiatus of two years, we were once again able to 
provide a Christmas Tree Calver Cross. The two year gap was due to a general tightening 
up of the rules governing the electrical and structural safety of temporary structures such 
as this. With the help of local residents, we were eventually able to overcome the 
necessary hurdles, and we hope that the return of the tree will be a permanent Christmas 
event.

Bus Services

Despite representation by both Calver and Grindleford Parish Councils, last autumn, 
Derbyshire County Council agreed to the withdrawal of the evening 215 service from 
Sheffield. The County Council is currently proposing to withdraw all existing bus subsidies 
from October 2017, and this may have a considerable effect on services through Calver

Highways   

The Council has met with representatives of the County Council Highways Department to 
discuss safety improvements at Calver New Bridge, on the A625 between Calver and 
Curbar. Highways department have agreed some improvements to signposting, and are 
actively looking at improvements to the 'line-of-sight', road markings and possible road 
improvements.
Following representations from the Parish The Council, Highways Dept have now provided
a dedicated, marked 'loading bay' at the rear of the Spar, on Sough Lane. We hope that 
this will help to minimise inconvenience to residents when deliveries are made to the Spar.

Keeping In Touch With Your Council

The parish magazine 'The Link', contains a short report of the activities of the Council in 
each edition. I hope that residents continue to find it useful. For those wishing to know 
more, all of the papers, agendas, minutes etc., are available to read on the Council's web-
site (www.calverparishcouncil.co.uk). In the course of the next few months, we hope to 
provide a new and more informative web-site covering more than just the Parish Council. 
The 'work-in-progress' is available for comment at www.calvervillage.co.uk.

Thanks

Finally, I would like to thank the members of the Council, and our Parish Clerk Simon 
Oldham, for their hard work over the last twelve months. My thanks also go to Cllr. Kath 
Potter (Parish Council nominee on the board of Peak Park), Cllr. John Tibbenham 
(Derbyshire Dales District councillor) and Cllr. Jo Wilde (Derbyshire County Council) for 
their input and support. 

Jonathan Harris
Chairman, Calver Parish Council,
2nd April 2016
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